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1.0 Background 
 

Foreshore Group, the owners of the land parcel which includes the Rockingham Hotel applied to the City of 
Rockingham to demolish the building as part of a program of development for the site.  Formal approval for the 
demolition application was granted at the City of Rockingham Council meeting of 19 December 2023.   

The approval was granted with four conditions, Condition 2 relates to the preparation of an Archival Record as 
stated below: 

 

2.  Prior to applying for a Demolition Permit, a detailed and photographic Archival Record, 
prepared by a Heritage Consultant, of the existing Rockingham Hotel building must be 
prepared in accordance with the "Guide to Preparing An Archival Record" (Heritage 
Council 2019) and submitted to and approved by the City of Rockingham. The Archival 
Record shall also include roof plans, internal elevations, sections, joinery details and video 
recording/s of the internal and external spaces within the defined Heritage Curtilage.1 

 

Hocking Heritage + Architecture have been engaged to prepare the Archival record which has been prepared 
in accordance with the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage Guide to Preparing an Archival Record2 
and fulfils all the requirements of Condition 2.  

 

 

 

2.0 Project Team 
 

This report is the culmination of a successful collaborative effort by the following people to whom 
acknowledgement is given: 

 

Hocking Heritage + Architecture 

Prue Griffin, Historian 

Dinah Mujati, Architect 

Marlene Del Campo, Architectural Technician 

Matthew Collins, Archietctural Technician 

 

Emirge 

Nicole Knight, Contract Administrator 

  

 
1  City of Rockingham, Reference No. 20.2023.226.1 AD23/151545, Form 2 Planning and Development Act 2005 CITY OF 

ROCKINGHAM TOWN PLANNNING SCHEME No. 2 and METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME, NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 
ON APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL. ordinary-council-minutes-december-2023 (rockingham.wa.gov.au) 

2   Guide to preparing an archival record (www.wa.gov.au) 

https://rockingham.wa.gov.au/your-city/council/council-and-committee-meetings/agendas-and-minutes/2023/december/ordinary-council-minutes-december-2023
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3.0 Statement of Significance 
 

The following statement has been taken from the registration documentation prepared by Heritage Council in 
connection with the proposal to enter the place on the State Register. Although the registration did not 
proceed, the statement of significance has been adopted by City of Rockingham. 

 

 Rockingham Hotel, comprising a two-storey limestone, brick, tile and iron hotel, limestone walls of the 
former beer garden, and mature Norfolk Island Pines, has cultural heritage significance for the following 
reasons: 

• The place is the last remnant of a once extensive seaside resort and has been an important 
location for social gathering, entertainment and holidays since the 1890s, particularly for farming 
and working-class families, and contributes to the local and wider community’s sense of place; 

• The place is important for its association with settler families of the district including Bell, Hymus 
and Grigg; 

• The place has landmark value, due to its prominence on the Rockingham foreshore; 

• The place has been partially constructed in honeycomb (vuggy) limestone from the ‘karst’ 
landscape endemic to the East Rockingham area which is a rare building material; 

• Alterations to the Hotel demonstrate the changing nature and requirements of hotels from the 
1890s to present day, facilitating a decline in the provision of accommodation and an increase 
in tavern trade; and 

• The place is representative of the type of buildings and facilities considered appropriate for a 
seaside hotel complex in the 1930s. 
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4.0 Location 
 

The Rockingham Hotel is located within Lot 99 of Diagram 88032 as described in Certificate of Title Volume 2029 
Folio 634 (See Appendix A).  The site is bound by Kent Street, Flinders Lane, Marine Terrace and multi storey 
residential properties to the south west. 

Within Lot 99 are buildings, structures and trees.  These elements on the site have been considered differently in 
the demolition application as shown in the figure below. 

 

 Rockingham Hotel – the subject of the Archival Record although reference has been 
made to the whole site in the documentary evidence.  

  

 Walls of vuggy limestone and trees, including some large pine trees.  These elements 
on the site will be retained and protected during the demolition process.   

  

 Night Club and service station to be demolished without an Archival Record.  

 

 
Figure 2 Location Map 

Courtesy Google Maps, accessed 2024 
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5.0 Heritage Listings 
 

 

Place No. and Name Listing Type Date Comment 

2321 Rockingham Hotel 
(Port Hotel fmr) 

Heritage List  24 April 2018 City of Rockingham 

 State Register 7 June 2011 Removed 

 Local Heritage Survey 24 October 1995 

April 2018 

Category A 

 Statewide Hotel Survey 1 November 1997 Completed 

    

17865 Rockingham Hotel 
site 

RHP – assessed below 
threshold 

28 September 2007  

    

3217 Rockingham Hotel 
Walls 

Local Heritage Survey 24 April 2018 Category C 

    

3218 Rockingham Hotel 
Trees 

Local Heritage Survey 24 April 2018 Category C 
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6.0 Brief History  
The following information has been largely drawn from the assessment documentation prepared for the 
Heritage Council of WA in 2011 for its consideration of inclusion on the State Register of Heritage Places.  It was 
prepared by Irene Sauman, Historian and Ian Hocking of Hocking Planning & Architecture, in October 2006, with 
amendments and/or additions by HCWA staff and the Register Committee.  Acknowledgment is extended to 
these authors for this work. 

Further minor additions and amendments have been included in response to information found since the 
preparation of that document and to bring it up to date [2024].  

The documentation includes reference to all the structures which were formerly on the site, including the 
Trocadero, cottages, and gardens.  

 

6.1 Chronology 
 

Date Event 

60,000BC to present Whadjuk Boodja - a continuing association with country over thousands of years. 

1872 Rockingham Jetty constructed to support the timber industry in Jarrahdale which led 
to the development and growth of the Rockingham community.  

1874 Survey of the Rockingham townsite. 

17 June 1875 Lot 12 purchased by Daniel Hymus. 

1886 Construction of the single storey Port Hotel on the site by Jim Bell who was issued with 
a Wayside Liquor License which he held for 10 years. 

28 September 1890 Lot 12 mortgaged to James Bell (Snr) for £400. 

8 September 1895 Lot 12 is transferred to Danny Hymus who took over the license of the Port Hotel. 

1896-1898 Construction of the two-storey stone portion of the hotel with a 6-bay verandah 
across the Kent Street frontage.  During some of this time it was known as ‘Peron 
Hotel’.  

1890-1905 Decline of Rockingham as a timber port 

1914 Transfer of license to Leslie Hymus. 

C1915 Verandah extended by one bay around the western elevation of the two-storey 
portion of the hotel to create.  

1921 Rockingham Hotel offered for sale by Leslie Hymus. 

1922 • Lot 12 transferred to Reginald Harrison who rebuilt the single storey portion of 
the hotel in a Federation Arts and Crafts and Bungalow style and added a 
new wing to the eastern wing of the two storey portion. A new ‘Jazz Hall was 
built on the adjacent Lot 11. 

• November 1922 opening of the renovated hotel by Premier Sir James Mitchell. 

1923 - 1924 Acquisition of adjacent lots 11, 13 and 14 by Harrison and construction of new 
facilities in the grounds for the hotel patrons. 

1925 Transfer of all lots to George Grigg who extended the hotel gardens. Daughter Doris 
Grigg oversaw the accommodation section of the business and son Reg Grigg also 
worked at the hotel. 

1927 Increase in the verandahs of the single storey portion of the hotel. 

1928 Lots 9, 10 and 15 purchased by George Grigg.  

1932 George Grigg transfers licence to his son, Reginald Grigg.  

1933 A Resident’s Lounge, later the Sportsman’s Bar built on Lot 14. 

1934-35 • New balcony balustrades and roof line altered on the two storey portion of 
the hotel 
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Date Event 
• Nov 1935, Provision of electricity to the town of Rockingham and formally 

started by Lieutenant Governor James Mitchell at a ceremony at the Hotel 
Rockingham.   

• 1935 Construction of the Trocodero Dance Hall and gardens enlarged. 

1938 Addition to the western end of the two-storey portion of the hotel at a higher level to 
the original.   

1939 Modification of the single storey portion of the hotel in the Inter War Art Deco style.  
Addition of a new dining room and lounge room. 

1952 Addition of the Beer Garden with vuggy limestone block walls on 3 sides. 

1953 Death of George Grigg. 

27 August 1953 Property transferred to executors Reginald George Grigg and Alec Ambrose 
Stenning and Arthur David Watt. 

2 Feb 1956 Lot 1 transferred to Frederick Carter, Francis and Ivy Maddigan.  

1957 Additions to the bars and cellar by architect W.G. Bennett. 

1966-1968 Renovations and additions to the Hotel and demolition of other buildings on the site. 
Upper floor of the original hotel converted to accommodation units and the Kent 
Street verandahs removed. 
Rendering of the stone walls of the two storey portion of the hotel.  

1972 Extension of the dining room on the north elevation.  

19 February 1988 Lot 13 transferred to Mirco Brothers and Palermo Nominees. 

c1989 Construction of alfresco dining area and enlarged dining room. 

1990s • Majority of the former beer garden built over to accommodate a nightclub 
and bottleshop.  Portion of the 1940s vuggy limestone walls removed. 

• Kent Street road level raised.  

2009 The Trocodero Building on the northeast corner of the site demolished.  

2021 Closure of the Rockingham Hotel as an operating business. 

2022 Property transferred to the Foreshore Group. 

2023 Closure of the bottle shop. 
Approval of demolition of all structures on the site apart from the trees and walls 
identified of cultural heritage value.  

2024 Demolition of the Rockingham Hotel and salvage of heritage fabric for interpretation 
within a new tavern planned for the corner of Flinders Avenue and Rockingham 
Beach Road. 
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6.2 Documentary Evidence 
Rockingham Hotel is a stone, brick and iron building, with two-storey and single-storey sections, constructed 
c1898 as the Port Hotel, extended in 1923-24, remodelled in the 1930s in an Inter war Arts and Crafts style, and 
altered and extended at various times since.  T 

The hotel is located in a large lot adjacent to the Rockingham Beach foreshore.  In the past the site included a 
range of facilities for the clientele of the Rockingham Hotel.  The majority of these ancillary structures were 
demolished in the 1970s. A Night Club and bottle shop were built on the corner of Kent Street and Flinders Lane 
in the 1990s, while the 1935 Trocadero Dance Hall located on the corner of the Flinders Lane and Rockingham 
Beach Road was demolished in 2009.  

The establishment of Rockingham townsite in the early 1870s was a function of the growth of the timber industry.  
A jetty was constructed at Rockingham to enable tall ships to load jarrah and sandalwood brought by rail from 
Jarrahdale.3  Evidence of the former railway line can be determined in the alignment of the present-day 
Patterson Road and Railway Terrace, which led to the original jetty. 

The settlement of the Rockingham region at this time was in two key locations, farmers settling in the strip of 
arable land in East Rockingham, and those settling in the townsite providing services to the timber industry.   

 
Figure 3 Portion of 1875 survey of the Rockingham townsite showing the original lots over the site of the future Rockingham 

Hotel 
Courtesy SROWA cons 3868, item 374 Rockingham 22B 

The Rockingham townsite was surveyed in 1874 and a number of lots were purchased soon after, among them 
Lot 12, by Daniel Hymus in 1875.4  Hymus (1835-1920) had arrived in the Colony in 1842 with his parents and he 
later farmed along the Mandurah Road, in East Rockingham.  In 1867, Daniel married Fanny Bell, the daughter 
of James Bell Snr (1821-1911).  James Bell Snr had worked as a ship's carpenter and boat builder at Mandurah, 
later farming at East Rockingham, from where he supplied meat to ships.  James Bell Snr was responsible for the 
construction of the East Rockingham Hall/School in the 1860s.5  His son James (Jim) Bell (1857-1927) may have 
learnt his trade from his father as he also worked as a builder.6 

 
3  Fall, V. G., The Sea and the Forest: a history of the port of Rockingham, Western Australia, Nedlands, UWA Press, 1972; 

Draper, Richard, Rockingham: the vision unfolds: a history of the Rockingham district, City of Rockingham, c.1997. 
4  Country Grant 4533, Rockingham Lot 12, 17 June 1875. 
5  Erickson, Rica, Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians, Perth, UWA Press, 1988, pp. 190 & 1590. 
6  Erickson, Rica, Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians, Perth, UWA Press, 1988, pp. 190. 
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The Port Hotel was built on Lot 12 in 1886 by Jim Bell who was granted a Wayside house license for the sale of 
liquor from 1886.7  The license enabled the sale of liquor to travellers as well as accommodation.  

 
Figure 4 Excerpt from Fremantle Annual Licensing Court, showing license issued to James Bell 1886 

Courtesy The Western Mail, 11 December 1886, p. 34 

 

Earliest photographs of the Port Hotel show a domestic scaled structure, single-storeyed at the Kent Street 
frontage, with the gradient of the land sloping toward the beach creating a raised verandah looking toward 
the beach.8  [See Figure 5] The building was the home for Jim Bell and his wife Margaret Lucinda Ramsay (1858-
1900) who had married in March 1886.9 The couple had three of their four children whilst living at the hotel, and 
it is likely that the place accommodated staff as well as travellers. 

 

 
Figure 5 Port Hotel, c1890s, a simple weatherboard construction by James Bell Snr 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

In 1890, a Deed of Memorial records that Daniel Hymus mortgaged Lot 12 to the first licensee Jim Bell for £400 
with a proviso for redemption.10  Jim Bell held the Wayside License for the hotel until November1895 when it was 
transferred to his brother-in-law Daniel Hymus when he repaid the final £250 of the mortgage.11   

It is proposed that Daniel Hymus oversaw the construction of the two-storey stone addition on the Kent Street 
side of the original soon after he took over the license, as a photograph dated c1898 shows the original hotel 
and the two-storey addition. [See Figure 6]  

No details relating to the builder or designer of the stone portion of the building have been found in this, or 
previous research.  It is possible that the Bell family were involved in the construction of the building although no 

 
7  Western Mail, 11 December 1886, p. 34. It is also noted in an article in The Western Mail December 1927, p. 24 on the 

death of James Bell records that James Bell built the hotel in 1886. 
8  Draper, Richard & Kerferd, Dale, Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, Rockingham City Council, 1988, p. 32; 

Taggart, Nora, Rockingham looks back: a history of the Rockingham district 1829-1982, Rockingham District Historical 
Society, c.1984, fp. 132-133.  

9  Erickson, Rica, Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians, Perth, UWA Press, 1988, pp. 190. 
10  Western Australian Almanack, Directory 1880-1889; Deed of Memorial, Book 12 No. 222, 28 Sep 1890. 
11  The West Australian, 22 November 1895, p. 6. Lands & Survey Dept, Deed of Memorial, Book 19 No. 218, 8 September 

1895. 
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details of tenders for contractors were found in the local press. A description in Rockingham Looks Back states 
that the new two storied portion of the hotel consisted of; 

.. on the ground floor, a public bar, a private bar, a kitchen, a dining room and an office and 
upstairs, several bedrooms and living quarters for the family.12 

 

 
Figure 6 Port Hotel, 1898, viewed from the foreshore side showing the original simple weatherboard construction and the 

stone addition to the rear on Kent Street 
Courtesy City of Rockingham, Planning and Asset Services Committee Agenda, 11 December 2023, p. 262 

 

The use of local limestone for the two-storey portion of the hotel is consistent with the building practice in the 
district at that time.  Many of the local homesteads, including the homestead of James Bell Snr in East 
Rockingham13 were built of the locally found limestone, designated as honeycomb (vuggy) limestone for its 
distinctive texture.14  The stone is likely to have been sourced from East Rockingham where the stone was 
commonly found and quarried.  

The upgrading of the Hotel took place before the port seriously declined with the opening of the Southwestern 
Railway to Bunbury in 1893 and the opening of the Fremantle inner harbour four years later.  Most importantly, it 
was the increasing size of ships that impacted on the viability of the port as the sand bars into Cockburn Sound 
limited the size of vessel that could enter Mangles Bay and berth safely at Rockingham Jetty.15 

By the mid-1900s, the port of Rockingham was no longer exporting timber and the place became a quiet 
seaside town frequented by holidaymakers who made the journey over bush tracks or more often by sea in 
yachts or launches.  Families pitched tents under the shelter of the jetty while the more affluent rented the 
vacant timber workers' cottages.16   

 

 
12  Taggart, Nora, Rockingham looks back: a history of the Rockingham district 1829-1982, Rockingham District Historical 

Society, c.1984, p. 101. 
13  P2329 Bell Cottage (ruin), Rockingham.  inHerit - State Heritage Office (dplh.wa.gov.au) 
14  Honeycomb limestone is an example of a 'karst' landscape, where limestone rock is eroded by acidic water. Water 

can become acidic as it moves through vegetation matter. The erosion can be any size, from the small 
honeycombing, as at East Rockingham, to large caves. 

15  Fall, V. G., op cit; Taggart, Nora, op cit; Draper, Richard, op cit. 
16  Fall, V. G., op cit; Taggart, Nora, op cit; Draper, Richard, op cit; Stenning, Doris (nee Grigg), Battye Library Oral History 

2511/30, 1992, as quoted in Rockingham Hotel Heritage & Townscape Assessment for Mirco Brothers Pty. Ltd. By 
Hocking Planning and Architecture, January 2007, p. 7. 

https://inherit.dplh.wa.gov.au/Public/Inventory/Details/500e2f2d-27b0-4000-8731-bcb92bab641b
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Figure 7 Campers under the Rockingham Jetty, 1900s  

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana and Rockingham Campus Community Library 

 

In 1914, the license for the Port Hotel was transferred to Leslie Hymus, one of the sons of Daniel Hymus.17  The 
following year Leslie Hymus called for tenders for the erection of a balcony to the Port Hotel.18 

Photographs from this period indicate that the new balcony wrapped around the western elevation. (See 
Figure 8 and Figure 9) 

  

 

 

 
17  The Daily News, 20 October 1914, p. 3. 
18  The West Australian, 10 February 1915, p. 2. 
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Figure 8 Port Hotel (Rockingham Hotel) c1912 showing the 1898 façade with 6 bay verandah 

Courtesy City of Rockingham, Planning and Asset Services committee Agenda, 11 December 2023, p. 262 

 

 
Figure 9 Port Hotel c1915 the verandah has been extended by one bay to the west to wrap around the western elevation 

Courtesy Rockingham Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow, p. 1 
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Although Leslie Hymus was the licensee, the manager of the Hotel was L.D. Hicks according to the Post Office 
Directories.  Under his management the place was known as the Peron Hotel, or sometimes the Perrin Hotel, in 
recognition of nearby Point Peron.19   

Following the death of Daniel Hymus in 1920, his sons Leslie and Worsley Hymus were appointed executors of his 
estate.  The Hotel was mortgaged by Leslie Hymus for ₤600 to John Edward Abbott, of Fremantle, with a proviso 
for redemption and detailed provisions for the buildings to be well maintained, continually licensed and 
operated as a public house for the sale of 'fermented and spiritous liquors' and the 'reception accommodation 
and entertainment of travellers, guests and other persons frequenting same'.20   

In May 1921, Leslie Hymus advertised the sale of the Perrin Hotel in which it was stated that the hotel was; 

… a two-storied stone and jarrah building, consisting of 22 rooms and outbuildings with 
spacious verandahs and sleeping out accommodation. Three minutes from beach. 

Bathing and fishing unequalled. 
Good shooting in vicinity. 

An ideal holiday resort. Best beach in WA.21 

 

In May 1922, the property was sold to Reginald Court Harrison, previously licensee of the Criterion Hotel in Perth.  
Harrison paid £2,000 for Lot 12 with 'all buildings erections and landlord's fittings and fixtures'.22  It was at this time 
that the name was changed to 'Hotel Rockingham', which is the name entered in the Western Australian tourist 
directory, but the place was also known as Rockingham Hotel in some publications of the time, including the 
Post Office Directory.23   

 

 
Figure 10 Rockingham 1920s as recalled by Pat Chester 

Courtesy Nora Taggart Rockingham Looks Back, p. 17 

In the 1920s, motor vehicles were making the Rockingham seaside more accessible, and Reg Harrison 
immediately proceeded to enlarge and upgrade the Hotel Rockingham, to take advantage of the growing 
tourist trade.  The Hotel was described at that time as being 'just a small two-storey building' and Harrison spent 
some ₤12,000 on the place 'making it nice'.24   

 
19  Wise's Post Office Directory, 1897-1925. 
20  Deed of Memorial, Book 19 No. 219, 15 August 1921. 
21  The West Australian, 9 May 1921, p. 9. 
22  Deed of Memorial, Book 19 No. 419, 3 May 1922. 
23  Western Australian Tourists' Guide and Hotel and Boarding House Directory, 1921-1929, Perth, West Australian Tourist 

Bureau; Wise's Post Office Directory, 1921-1923. 
24  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit; Taggart, Nora, op cit, fp. 132-133; Draper, Richard & Kerferd, Dale, op cit, p. 16. 



  Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 
   

  17 

In November 1922, the renovated hotel was opened by the Premier Sir James Mitchell in a gala event.25 An 
article in the local press recording the event noting that; 

The old Rockingham Hotel has practically disappeared, and in its stead is a handsome two-
storey building, containing every convenience.  It is electrically lighted throughout and is 

furnished in a most modern fashion.  It has wide verandahs, broad corridors, and the living 
accommodation is first class and up-to-date. The bar and the dining rooms and fifty other 

rooms are likewise up-to-date.  Adjoining is the Jazz Hall in which Mr. Harrison accommodated 
all his guests quite easily.26 

 

Harrison also acquired the title to the adjoining Lots 11, 13 and 14 in 1923 and built cottages for extra bedroom 
accommodation, with names such as 'Lingalonga' and 'Why Worry'.27  The advertisement for Rockingham Hotel 
in the 1922-23 West Australian tourist directory stated that 'the Hotel has been brought right up to date, and is 
replete with all City Conveniences'.28  The hotel had a tennis court, regulation bowling green, dancing pavilion, 
children's playground and a large garage, with boating, fishing, promenade jetties and a launch available.  The 
launch took parties out to Garden Island or sometimes Point Peron, while the dancing pavilion was a separate 
hall on Lot 11 that Harrison had added on the Kent Street frontage.  Accommodation at Rockingham Hotel was 
listed as 60 beds in c.1922-23 and 80 in c.1924-25. 29 

Documentation relating to the detail of the modifications to the hotel have not been found, however 
photographic evidence demonstrates that a new wing was constructed across the eastern end of the two-
storey portion of the hotel.  (See Figure 11, Figure 12 and Figure 13) This addition extended beyond the original 
rear elevation creating a projecting wing housing a new foyer accessed by a simple portico and included new 
the timber stairs and chimney to serve fireplaces on both levels.  It is likely that a new balcony was added to the 
north or rear elevation of the upper level of the two-storey portion. The verandah across the Kent Street 
elevation was increased by 2 bays.  

The original timber portion of the hotel was where most of the changes occurred as a photograph from around 
this time (See Figure 12) shows that this portion of the hotel is much larger and features large verandahs to the 
north and eastern elevations.  Possibly some of the 1886 portion of the building was retained as it is occupied 
roughly the same footprint.  The new gables in the single storey and two storey portion demonstrate Federation 
Arts and Crafts and Federation Bungalow styles.30  

  

 
25  The Weekly Judge 10 November 1922, p. 5. 
26  The Weekly Judge 10 November 1922, p. 5. 
27  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit; Certificates of Title, Vol. 824 Fol. 35 (Lot 13), 15 February 1923 & Vol. 825 Fol. 42 

(Part Lot 14) 28 February 1923; 1953 site plan, Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, SROWA, WAS 2213, CONS 5708 
Item A460 v4, 1925-1988. 

28  Western Australian Tourists' Guide ...,op cit, c.1922-23, p. 11.   
29  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit; Western Australian Tourists' Guide, op cit, c.1922-23, p. 11.   
30  Apperley, R., Irving, R., & Reynolds, P. (1989). A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms 

from 1788 to the Present. North Ryde: Angus and Robertson, pp. 140-147. 
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Figure 11 Rockingham Hotel, c1922 showing the addition at the eastern end of the elevation which created a new entrance on 

the east elevation, extension toward the original single storey building which included a small gable in the roof.  The 
single storey portion of the hotel was substantially rebuilt and features new verandahs 
Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

 

 
Figure 12 View of the Rockingham Hotel, 1920s from the north showing the adaptation of the original 1886 building and the 

addition to the two-storey stone portion with a new gable and upper-level balcony 
Courtesy Draper & Derford, Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 16 
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Figure 13 Hotel Rockingham Hotel, early 1920s showing the detail of the new addition on the eastern elevation 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

Reg Harrison only remained at Rockingham until 1925.  For family reasons he wanted to sell up and leave the 
State, so he offered the Rockingham Hotel and associated land to his friend George Grigg.31  

Victorian born George Grigg (1879-1953) settled in WA in 1895 and established a coach building business in 
Perth with his father.32  He relocated to Rockingham in the early 1920s leaving his son Reg to manage the 
business in Perth.  George Grigg had also secured funds from the Government following the resumption of a 
property in the Perth hills.  According to the recollections of his daughter Doris, he was looking for investment 
properties.  Harrison was asking ₤8,000 for Rockingham Hotel but Grigg only had ₤4,000, which Harrison is 
reported to have accepted.  The Deed of Memorial for the sale of Lot 12 with 'all buildings, erections and 
landlords’ fixtures and fittings' records the sale figure as ₤1,500, so presumably the rest of the ₤4,000 covered Lots 
11, 13 and 14 and associated buildings.33 

Doris Grigg was appointed to manage the accommodation section of the business, where she remained for 
the next fifteen years.  A publican was engaged to manage the bar trade while George Grigg was interested in 
the development of the site and other business interests.  The cottages provided only bedroom 
accommodation for the Hotel and were favoured by families.34 Meals were still provided in the main hotel 
building. 

Reg Grigg joined the family business in Rockingham after he broke his leg in a motorbike accident in 1925 and 
closed the coach-building business in Perth.35 

To assist the growing number of visitors by car, a petrol bowser was installed in the front of the hotel.  As far as 
can be determined from the available research this was a Shell bowser installed sometime in 1927.36 

 
31  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
32  Coastal District Star, 3 September 1953, p. 1. 
33  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit; Deed of Memorial, Book 19 No. 1082, 18 February 1925; Certificates of Title, Vol. 

824 Fol. 35 (Lot 13), Vol. 825 Fol. 42 (lot 14) 18 February 1925 & Vol. 887 Fol. 81 (first Torrens title for Lot 12), 20 April 1925. 
34  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
35  The Sunday Times, 27 September 1925, p. 2; Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
36  The Sunday Times, 11 December 1927, p. 47. 
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Figure 14 View of the western end of the Hotel Rockingham Hotel, n.d. showing the water tower and petrol bowser in use to fill 

a Hotel Rockingham truck annotated with ‘Geo E Grigg’.  The building at the centre left is the pavilion built by 
Harrison 
Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

In 1927, George Grigg applied to the Licensing Court to enlarge the whole of the front verandah of the hotel.37  
This application was granted and  although the verandah is not designated is likely to have referred to the front 
veranda of the single storey portion of the hotel which in a photograph from the 1930s (see Figure 15) has 
generous verandahs for the patrons.38 

In 1928, George Grigg purchased Lot 15 on the corner of Flinders Lane and more cottages were added on the 
site behind the garage on the corner of Kent Street.39  In the same year, Lots 9 and 10 to the west were 
purchased by Grigg for more cottages, creating a substantial parcel of seven lots on the waterfront under the 
ownership and management of the Grigg family.  

The bar trade at Rockingham Hotel was relatively quiet during the week, when only a few locals frequented the 
place.  But on the weekends, especially Sundays, the place was busy.  It was located just outside the twenty-
mile city limit, allowing it to trade on Sundays for the benefit of travellers.  At these times there were sometimes 
two sittings for lunch in the dining room.40   

During the summer season the accommodation was booked out.  In January, it was families from the city, 
women and children would come down for the week and their husbands would join them at the weekend, 
while in February it was farming families from the wheatbelt coming to the coast for their seaside break.  This 
was followed by a quiet period before the company picnics began, when around 100 or so people would 
arrive by boat for a day out.  The Hotel would cater a meal at one shilling and sixpence or two shillings a head 
and the men would play cricket on the recreation ground across the other side of Kent Street while the women 
and children enjoyed the Hotel gardens and the beach.  Dances were held in the pavilion on a Saturday 
night.41 

Between the Hotel grounds and the beach, the area was scrub and sand dunes.  George Grigg was a member 
of the local Road Board, serving as Chairman on three occasions, and during the Depression, when the Road 
Board provided sustenance work for the unemployed, he had the area levelled and grassed.  He organised for 

 
37  Daily News, 9 December 1927, p. 3. 
38  The Daily News, 9 December 1927, p. 3. 
39  Deed of Memorial, Book 10 No. 65; Book 20 No. 85, 4 November 1965 & No. 117, 16 January 1928; Certificate of Title, 

Vol. 993 Fol. 68, 18 February 1928; 1953 site plan, Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
40  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
41  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
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small trees at East Rockingham to be relocated to the foreshore to create the picnic area adjacent to the 
beach.42  The Hotel gardens begun by Harrison were extended and maintained by the Griggs, although it is not 
known exactly when specific plantings were undertaken, such as the distinctive and remaining Norfolk Pine 
trees. 

 

 
Figure 15 View of the Rockingham Hotel, c1930 from the north. The pine tree in the left foreground may be an indication of 

when the existing Norfolk Island Pine trees were planted. 
Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

A view from the upper level of the two storey portion of the hotel (Figure 16) shows the roof form of the single 
storey portion of the hotel and the many cottages available for visitors.  

 

 

 
42  Stenning, Doris L. (nee Grigg), op cit. 
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Figure 16 View over the roof of the single storey portion of the Rockingham Hotel, c1930 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

By 1933, a resident's lounge (later Sportsman's Bar) was built on Lot 14, overlooking the tennis courts, which were 
located on the Kent Street frontage.43   

Reg Grigg took over as licensee of Rockingham Hotel in1932,44 and in the next few years he undertook several 
programs of additions and alterations.  The first stage of work was the enlargement of the verandahs on the 
two-storey portion of the hotel.  New solid balustrades were installed on the verandahs in the Inter War Art Deco 
style.  The bull nose verandah roof was removed and the roof line altered to incorporate the verandah roof.  

 
43  Western Australian Tourists' Guide ..., 1933, p. 79; Regehr, Mervyn Bell, 'The Hostel and the Trocadero', Rockingham 

Historian, August 2002, pp. 5-7. 
44  The Sunday Times, 22 May 1932, p. 2. 
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Figure 17 View of the Rockingham Hotel, c1934 showing the works undertaken on the verandah 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana  

These additions and alterations were completed by November 1935 when a ceremony was held at the 
Rockingham Hotel for the official opening of the Extension of Electric Light to the Rockingham District.  
Lieutenant-Governor Sir James Mitchell undertook the formal switching on of the facilities on 15 November 
1935.45  The opening ceremony program shows the new verandahs and trees placed by each of the uprights.  

 

  
Figure 18 Electric Light Extension Opening Ceremony 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 
45  The Sunday Times, 24 November 1935, p. 3 and 33.  
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Figure 19 Hotel Rockingham Hotel, 1935 at the time of the Electric Light Extension Opening Ceremony 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 
 

Also in 1935, George Grigg commissioned the construction of a new two storey building on Lot 15 on the corner 
of Flinders Lane and Rockingham Beach Road.  The new hostel was designed to replace the single storey 
bungalow style boarding house and tearoom which was previously on the site.  It was named the ‘Hostel 
Rockingham’ and later known as the ‘Trocadero’. 46  

 
Figure 20 Hostel Rockingham construction, 1935-36 
 Courtesy Draper & Kerford, Rockingham from Port to City 1888, p. 59 

 
46  Photograph 16: Draper, Richard & Kerferd, Dale, op cit, p. 59. 
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The new hostel was constructed of the local vuggy limestone with brick trim and included ‘Fibrolite’ or asbestos 
ceilings.47 The builder, A. Nelson, employed many migrants and the workforce was dubbed 'the League of 
Nations' by local residents.  The upper floor contained bedrooms, several bathrooms and sitting rooms for 
guests, while the lower floor had a lounge, dining room, kitchen and several storerooms.  While the upper floor 
became accommodation for hotel guests, the ground floor remained unused for several years, with guests 
dining at Rockingham Hotel.48   

In 1944, a cafe was opened by Jack and Kay Cosier in the corner front room on the ground floor of the Hostel.  
The Cosiers lived on the premises.  They named their cafe the Trocadero and before long the dance hall and 
the entire building were being referred to as the Trocadero.49  

Well known dance instructor Stan Grey gave lessons and organized Saturday night dances in the unused Hostel 
dining room.  The room was a staple of social life at Rockingham well into the 1950s.  It was used for twenty-first 
birthday parties, sporting club trophy nights, weekly darts club, visiting variety shows and by community 
organisations for fund raising events.  A feature of the room was the wide fireplace built of a mixture of brick 
and stone and some of the black basalt rocks brought to Rockingham in the nineteenth century as ballast on 
sailing ships.50   

Several of the smaller rooms at the rear of the Hostel, opening into a courtyard, were used for overnight 
accommodation by the police constables who came from Fremantle to maintain order at the weekends, and 
one room served as a temporary lockup.  On the far side of the courtyard, the room originally planned as the 
kitchen was occupied by Rockman Cool Drinks as a cool drink factory.   

 

 
Figure 21 Hostel Rockingham, (Trocadero) 1952 
 Courtesy SLWA image b2377183_1 

 

Following the modifications of the Hotel in 1934-35, further additions were undertaken c1938 to the west of the 
two-storey portion along the Kent Street elevation.  It mimicked the balcony of the existing hotel but was at a 
higher level than the original building.  The roof line was also higher than the original. (See Figure 23)  

 
47  The Mirror, 2 May 1936, p. 26. 
48  Regehr, Mervyn Bell, op cit; Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit; Wise's Post Office Directory, 

1926. 
49  Regehr, Mervyn Bell, op cit; 1953 site plan and correspondence November 1958, Police licensing file, Rockingham 

Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
50  Regehr, Mervyn Bell, op cit. It is apparent that the chimney was never functional. 
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Figure 22 A street view of Hotel Rockingham, 1938 showing the addition on the western elevation 
 Courtesy NAA K1131 W3577D 

 

 
Figure 23 Hotel Rockingham, c1938 showing the addition on the western elevation at a higher level 
 Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 
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Figure 24 Passengers from ferry, on the way to the Rockingham Hotel, 1939 
  Courtesy Rockingham Campus Community Library 

 

An item in the Mirror in November 1939 described the changes at the Hotel as follows. 

Rockingham Hotel, which was enlarged last year, is being further altered and modernised to 
the extent of £2500. A handsome new lounge, now being prepared, has an area of 60 x 30 and 

the dining room is being extended.51 

 

This addition and of remodelling was consistent with similar projects at this time, such as the Raffles Hotel, at 
Canning Bridge, converted from a Federation period style to an Art Deco style, by the architect, W. G. Bennett.  
Previous research has concluded that the Rockingham Hotel works were also designed by Bennett. 52  The 
major works were in the single storey portion of the building which were extensively remodelled in the modern 
style.  The exterior of the single storey portion of the building was rendered and the roof reclad with tiles. From 
later aerial photographs it can be seen that the roof line was significantly altered in these works.  The new 
double pitched tile roof was significantly different to the previous simple pitched roof clad in corrugated iron. 

Photographs taken of the interior of the dining room show the Art Deco styling and the changes in furnishings 
within a few years.  

 
51  Mirror, 25 November 1939, p. 18. 
52  The conclusion that W.G. Bennett was the architect for this work has been taken from previous research which 

identified a close association between W.G. Bennett and Reg Grigg for later works.  In the mid-1930s Bennett was 
working with the firm Eales Cohen and Bennett before he started his own practice in June 1935. See Taylor, Dr John J., 
‘William Garnsworthy Bennett (1896-1977)', Western Australian Architect Biographies, 
http://www.taylorarchitects.com.au/Biographies.html  accessed 13 March 2024. 

http://www.taylorarchitects.com.au/Biographies.html
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Figure 25 Rockingham Hotel Dining Room, late 1930s   
                            Courtesy Mrs L. Ross as reproduced in Draper &          

Kerford, Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 
1988, p. 152 

 
Figure 26 Rockingham Hotel Dining Room, c1941 
                            Courtesy SLWA image b3416437_1 

 

Photographs attached to the Rockingham Hotel advertisement in the 1941-42 issue of the West Australian tourist 
directory show internal views of the work completed.   

 

 
Figure 27 Rockingham Hotel Lounge Room, c1940                                             
                             Courtesy SLWA image  

 
Figure 28 Rockingham Hotel Lounge Room, c1941 
                            Courtesy SLWA image  

 

A photograph from the late 1950s shows the external form and detail of these modifications.   
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Figure 29 View of the northern elevation of the Rockingham Hotel, c1959 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

Accommodation at Rockingham Hotel was listed at 200 beds in 1941-42, most of which were provided in the 
ten cottages and six flats that were scattered around the seven-lot site around the Hotel buildings, sheds, 
Hostel, licensees flat, tennis courts and garage.  Staff at this time comprised nine bar tenders, three waitresses, 
four housemaids, three cooks, three yardmen and eleven 'others'.  Reg Grigg and his family occupied the 
licensees flat in the centre of the site.   

Reg Grigg had big plans for the hotel which he developed in response to the assurance that the refinery was 
going ahead in Kwinana. As noted in The West Australian; 

 

With the recent assurance of the establishment of the refinery, business people are going 
ahead with plans for expansion of their businesses. 

Two hotels have large extension programmes and one will begin work on additions within a 
fortnight. The proprietor of the Rockingham Hotel (Mr. R. Grigg) is proceeding with extensive 

alterations to the hotel which he expects will be completed within two years. 

A new cocktail bar of 30ft. is nearing completion and will be part of additional bar space of 
70ft. 

A large beer garden, catering for 300 people and surrounded be a stone wall on three sides is 
almost finished on the north of the hotel.53  

 

The beer garden occupied the site of the tennis court closest to the entrance to Rockingham Hotel and had a 
honeycomb limestone block wall built on three sides.54  The Cocktail Bar was located within what was most 
recently the Lounge Bar in the centre of the building and a frosted glass panel with the cursive script ‘Cocktails’ 
was located above the entrance from the Main lounge.  This panel has since been broken by vandals since the 
closure of the hotel. 

 

 
53  The West Australian, 18 October 1952, p. 5. 
54  Western Australian Tourist Guide and Accommodation Directory, 1941-42 op cit, pp. 144-145; 1953 site plan, op cit. 
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Figure 30 Site plan drawing, 1953 
 Courtesy SROWA Cons 5708 item A460 v4, Rockingham Hotel 

 

 
Figure 31 View of the northern elevation of the Rockingham Hotel, c1952 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 
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George Grigg died in December 1953 and it is probably this event that lead to Reg Grigg shelving his plans for 
the development of the hotel.  In 1956, Rockingham Hotel passed out of Grigg family hands into the ownership 
of Frederick Carter and Francis (Frank) and Ivy Maddigan.  Frank Maddigan held the licence.55   

In the development boom of the post-World War Two years, the State Government took the decision to make 
Cockburn Sound the second harbour for Perth.  Industrial development in the adjoining Shires of Cockburn and 
Kwinana had a flow-on effect for Rockingham, where home construction increased.  Improvements to the 
facilities and layout of Rockingham Hotel were ongoing through the 1950s and the 1960s as the public and the 
Licensing Court demanded higher standards.56   

In 1957, improvements were undertaken by architects W. G. Bennett and Associates and included considerable 
extensions to the Public Bar and the re-positioning of the Lounge Bar counter and alterations to the Stewards' 
Bar.  Existing storerooms and a cool room were to form the new Public Bar area, under which a large cellar was 
to be formed, which would in effect enlarge the existing cellar.  Improved toilet facilities were a major 
consideration.  Crowds in the vicinity of the Hotel numbered up to 2,000 in summer, as Rockingham continued 
to be a popular seaside holiday resort.  In 1960, the upper floor of the Hostel was included in the licensed 
premises.57 

 

 
Figure 32 Aerial View of the Hotel and grounds, 1964 

Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana 

 

In 1965, architects Forbes & Fitzhardinge were engaged to undertake major works on the Rockingham Hotel 
and the Hostel building.  Several cottages were demolished, including the two on Lot 15.  The beer garden was 
extended into the former area of the tennis courts and a drive-in bottle shop was constructed behind the 
garage.  The Hostel underwent considerable alteration with removal of the third level lookout and re-roofing, 
conversion of the downstairs areas into shops, and installation of bathrooms in the upper floor bedrooms to 
create twenty motel-style units.   

The hotel verandahs addressing Kent Street were removed and replaced with cantilevered concrete balconies 
to the upper floor units and a new entry foyer and reception office were created.  Seven motel style units, 

 
55  Certificates of Title, Vol. 824 Fol. 35, Vol. 825 Fol. 42, Vol. 887 Fol. 81 & Vol. 993 Fol. 68, 2 February 1956; Police licensing 

file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
56  Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
57  Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit; 1960s tourist brochure, PR8679/ROC/29. 
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similar to those at the Hostel, were established on the upper floor.58 It is probable that it was during this program 
of works that the exterior of the two storey portion of the hotel was rendered with thick cement render.  

In 1971, Frank Maddigan, the licensee and part owner during this period, was reported as managing the hotel 
well during a difficult period and by personal attention and forethought had managed to avoid trouble when 
the nearest hotels on either side were drawing undesirable elements and having riots each Saturday.59  
Maddigan died in July 1972, and title to the property passed to his wife Ivy.   

In February 1973, Dino Guerinoni leased the place as licensee.  He obtained an entertainment permit and live 
entertainment was held in the lounge area on Saturday and Wednesday evenings.  Under-age drinking was an 
ongoing problem at Rockingham Hotel in the 1970s and 1980s.60   

In 1972, the dining room on the northern side of the hotel was extended.61 

 

 
Figure 33 View of Kent Street, 1970s with the original road level and the walls of the beer garden 

Courtesy Rockingham Campus Community Library 

 

In 1988, Mirco Bros Pty Ltd and Palermo Nominees Pty Ltd acquired title to Rockingham Hotel.62  The licence was 
held by Vito Palermo.  In 1989, the dining room was enlarged to create the central lounge area and the 
restaurant was added at the rear with an alfresco area to a design by architects Oldfield Knott.63   

Aerial photographs indicate that the road level of Kent Street was raised sometime in the 1990s which meant 
the entrance to the hotel was no longer directly from the street.  A footpath was created below the road level 
to access the hotel.64 

 
58  Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit; Coastal District Times, news items, 8 October 1965, p. 2; 12 

November 1965, p. 1; 31 December 1965, p. 4 & photograph of the removal of verandahs at the Hostel showing the 
name 'Trocadero' above the corner entrance, 1 April 1966, p.3. 

59  Correspondence 2 April 1971, Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
60  Police licensing file, Rockingham Hotel, Item A460 v4, op cit. 
61  Some reports refer to this extension as a Steak House. See Quoin Structural Report, p. 1. PD-043/23 – Attachment 16 in 

the City of Rockingham December 2023 Ordinary Council.  
62  Certificates of Title, Vol. 1791 Fols. 172-176, compiled in 1994 into Vol. 2029 Fol. 634, Diagram 88032. 
63  Plans for new Alfresco Dining area held by the City of Rockingham.  
64  Aerial photographs, 1970-2005, Landgate. 
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Figure 34 View of the hotel following the alfresco area addition, 1989. Licensee’s residence at centre left  

Courtesy SLWA image b3699114_6 

 

In the 1990s, the beer garden was removed and the Liquid Niteclub building constructed on the site.  This 
alteration entailed the removal of an amount of the 1940s honeycomb limestone wall that had encircled the 
beer garden.  The upper floor of the Hostel became a backpackers' hostel, with some permanent residents, 
and shops continued to adapt and occupy the ground floor on both street frontages. 

Since the 1990s, there were few major changes to the hotel premises.  The Trocadero was demolished in 2009 
and the place continued to function as a licensed premises until 2021.  The drive through bottle shop operated 
until 2023. Following closure of the premises the place has been subject to vandalism and further deterioration.  
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7.0 Photographs 

7.1 Key Plans 

Figure 35: Site Key Plan 
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Figure 36: Ground Floor Key Plan 
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Figure 37: First Floor and Basement Key Plans 
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7.2 The Place and its Setting 
Refer to Section 7.1 Key Plans for location of photo. Photos were taken by Hocking Heritage + Architecture in 
April 2024 unless otherwise noted. 

View 1 View from Flinders Lane of the former night club and service station adjacent to Rockingham Hotel 
Courtesy Emirge, June 2023 

View 2 View of the carpark with the Norfolk pine tree in the distance 
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View 3 Northeast corner of the building 

View 4 View of the beer garden and carpark over from the entry staircase 



Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 

39 

View 5 Vuggy limestone walls lining the accessway to Kent Street 

View 6 Southwest corner of the building showing vuggy limestone boundary walls along Kent Street 
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View 7 View of the western and southern side of the building from Kent Street 

View 8 Western side of the building from the neighbouring accessway 
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View 9 Balconies on the southern side of Rockingham Hotel facing Kent Street 
Courtesy Emirge, June 2023 

View 10 Level difference between pedestrian footpath and building apron along Kent Street 
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7.3 External Elevations 
Refer to Section 7.1 Key Plans for location of photo. Photos were taken by Hocking Heritage + Architecture in 
April 2024 unless otherwise noted. 

View 11 Northern elevation of Rockingham Hotel with remnant individual lettering signage and hoardings following asbestos 
removal 

View 12 Main entry staircase accessed from carpark 
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View 13 Glazed balustrade and pier barriers to the Beer Garden 

View 14 Metal gate connecting the Beer Garden to the carpark 
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View 15 Raised entry connecting the Beer Garden and Function Room inside 
Courtesy Emirge, June 2023 

View 16 East elevation of Rockingham Hotel with some cladding removed during recent asbestos removal 
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View 17 Vuggy limestone retaining walls with metal handrails to the outdoor area outside the Lounge 

View 18 Painted walls to the Rockingham Hotel Lounge 
Courtesy Emirge, February 2024 
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View 19 View of the southern corner facing Kent Street 

View 20 View of the southeastern corner facing Kent Street 
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View 21 Close up view of rendered walls with paint finish on the southern elevation 

View 22 Wide eaves of the upper storey with timber fascia exposed and ‘HOTEL’ neon sign still extant 
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View 23 Western elevation prior to recent removal of asbestos cladding to gables  
Courtesy Emirge, February 2024 

View 24 Upper section of the oldest part of the building following recent removal of asbestos cladding to verandah  
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7.4 Internal photographs 
Refer to Section 7.1 Key Plans for location of photo. Photos were taken by Hocking Heritage + Architecture in 
April 2024 unless otherwise noted. 

View 25 Function room with concrete flooring and service counter in the background 

View 26 Function room looking from the bar area to the opening to the Beer Garden 
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View 27 Tiled passage to the main entry porch 

View 28 Cool room in the back of house of the Kitchen and ramped access from the Function Room 
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View 29 Timber flooring in the back of house area adjacent to the Kitchen 

View 30 Vinyl flooring in the Kitchen with structural columns still extant 
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View 31 View of the northern wall of the Kitchen connecting to the Dining Room 

View 32 Extant bench and plumbing fixtures in the Kitchen 
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View 33 Doorways connecting the Kitchen and Dining Room 

View 34 Trap door access to the Basement from the Kitchen floor 
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View 35 Flue in the Kitchen 

View 36 View of the Dining Room 
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View 37 View of the Dining Room with timber floorboards 

View 38 View of the counter in the Dining Room 
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View 39 Detail view of access behind the counter in the Dining Room 

View 40 Timber floorboards and steel benchtops behind the counter 
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View 41 View of the counter from the Lounge 
 

 

View 42 Access to the toilets from the Dining Room area  
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View 43 View of the Lounge with decorative detail in ceiling and curved walls in the background  
 

 

View 44 View of the Lounge facing south  
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View 45 Detail of door fanlight (left) and fireplace (right) in the Lounge 

Courtesy Emirge, May 2023 
 

 

View 46 Ramped access covering the step down into the passage way off the Lounge  
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View 47 Corridor off the Lounge (asbestos containing linings removed recently) 
 

 

View 48 Access to the north eastern porch at the far end  
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View 49 Female toilet with timber louvred windows along curved section of wall 

 

 

View 50 Tiling to toilet floor and walls 
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View 51 Fitout of male toilet 

View 52 Saloon 
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View 53 Saloon interior with 160mm wide timber floorboards and timber dado 

 

 

View 54 Counter in the Saloon and timber panelling and boards around the walls and bulkheads 
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View 55 Door leading to the service yard from behind the counter 

 

 

View 56 Sample of remnant equipment 
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View 57 View of the Bar from the southern corner 
 

 

View 58 Detail of the countertop and area behind the counter in the Bar 
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View 59 Detail of tiling to metal framed swing door of the counter 

View 60 Access to the toilets of the Bar on the far right and timber dado detail along the walls 
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View 61 Trap door access to the basement from the Bar 

View 62 Interior of the toilets off the Bar  
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View 63 Detail of mosaic tile flooring in the toilets off the Bar 

 

 

View 64 Concrete floor in the Pool Room 
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View 65 Access into the Saloon from the Pool Room 

View 66 Office adjacent to the Pool Room with fireplace 
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View 67 Stair access to the upper floor from the Office 

View 68 Detail of timber staircase (left) and newel post (right) leading to the upper floor 
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View 69 Detail of timber balustrade in the upper floor 
 

 

View 70 First Floor Office showing the access into the Lounge 
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View 71 First Floor Office with timber floor boards 

View 72 Floor threshold between the First Floor office and lounge 
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View 73 Recent damage to plasterboard walls in the Lounge 

View 74 Cabinetry detail in the south wall of the Lounge 
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View 75 Hallway to the bedrooms 

View 76 Room 1 interior 
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View 77 Stepped access up to the bathroom in Room 1 

View 78 Room 1 bathroom interior with tiled floor and walls 
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View 79 View of stepped access into Room 2 bathroom 

View 80 Room 2 interior with timber floorboards and recently damaged walls 
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View 81 Timber floor boards in Room 3; access to balcony in the background 

View 82 Interior of Room 3 bathroom 
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View 83 Hallway steps where the floor level changes 

View 84 Interior of Room 4 
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View 85 View into Room 5 of the passageway 

View 86 Metal framed door and fanlight in Room 5 leading to the balcony 
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View 87 View of the balcony off Room 5 

View 88 Interior of Room 6 
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View 89 View of adjacent toilets off Rooms 5 and 6 

View 90 Interior of the laundry off the verandah on First Floor 
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View 91 Existing toilet in the Laundry 

View 92 Looking towards the west of the verandah 
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View 93 Openings in the First Floor external wall facing the  

View 94 Looking towards the east of the verandah with the Laundry door in the background 
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View 95 Timber steps down into the lower section of the verandah 

View 96 External area north of the Laundry in the First Floor 
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View 97 Timber roof structure over verandah (linings removed during recent asbestos clearing works) 

View 98 View of the roof space above the over Saloon 
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View 99 View of the tiles and corrugated metal roofing over the Ground Floor structure as viewed from the verandah on First 
Floor  

View 100 Configuration of the skillion metal roofing and tiled hipped roofs above the Bar, Saloon and Lounge 
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View 101 Timber structure and metal cladding of the verandah  

View 102 Rear brick wall of the Kitchen as viewed from the verandah 
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7.5 Basement Photos 

Refer to Section 7.1 Key Plans for location of photo. Photos were taken by Hocking Heritage + Architecture in 
April 2024 unless otherwise noted. 

View 103 Inside one of the lockable rooms in the basement 

View 104 Area open to the outside 
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View 105 Plastered walls in the basement under the oldest section of Rockingham Hotel   
 

 

View 106 Brick walls in the basement with steel beam supports to the floor above 
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View 107 Looking towards the entry steps into the basement in the far end 

 

 
View 108 Trough in the basement  
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View 109 Detail of timber steps and metal handrail access into the basement from the bar area  

 

 
View 109 Pulley under the steps 
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View 110 View in the basement  

 

 
View 111 Steps from the basement leading up to the trap door in the Kitchen 
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View 112 Remnant timber shelving in the basement  

 

 
View 113 Rubble stones under the later part of the basement with timber stumps supporting the Ground Floor  
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View 113 More rubble and redundant fixtures under the basement 

 

 

View 113 Sealed tunnel at the northern end of the basement inserted in vuggy limestone blocks 
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View 113 Brick infill in opening in the basement 

 

 
View 113 Crawl space in the basement with timber stumps, bearers and joists supports 
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View 113 Service pipes in the basement 
  



  Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 
   

  97 

8.0 Measured Drawings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 38 Rockingham Hotel axonometric view  
Hocking Heritage + Architecture 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

These drawings are for archival recording only and not intended for engineering design plans or to be used for 
construction. They are not surveyed plans. All measurements are given in good faith and believed to be 
correct.  
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Appendix A – Certificate of Title 
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Appendix B – Sequence of Aerial Photographs 
All images have been sourced from Landgate aerial photography. 
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Rockingham Hotel - Detail  Lot 99 
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Rockingham Hotel - Detail  Lot 99 
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Rockingham Hotel - Detail  Lot 99 
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Rockingham Hotel - Detail  Lot 99 
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Appendix C - Archival Documents - Images 
The following images have been sourced from collections held by a variety of organisations, private owners and 
businesses. 

The following abbreviations apply. 

• SLWA – State Library of Western Australia 
• RWAHS – Royal Western Australian Historical Society 
• NAA – National Archives of Australia 
• RDHS – Rockingham District Historical Society. 
• RCCL – Rockingham Community Campus Library. 

 
 

 
View of the Rockingham Hotel addressing Rockingham Beach Road, early 1890s. Courtesy Draper & Kerford, 
Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 32. 
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Rockingham Hotel (1886) foreground with two storey stone addition at rear (1898). Courtesy City of 
Rockingham, Planning and Asset Services committee Agenda, 11 December 2023, p. 262. 

 
Port Hotel (Rockingham Hotel) c1912. Courtesy City of Rockingham, Planning and Asset Services committee 
Agenda, 11 December 2023, p. 262. 
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Rockingham Hotel c1915. Courtesy Rockingham Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow, p. 1. Note the verandah has 
been extended to the west to wrap around the western elevation.  

 
Soldiers outside Rockingham Hotel, World War One 1914-1919. Courtesy Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow, p. 7. 
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10th Light Horse passing the Rockingham Hotel at right. WWI. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι 
Kwinana and Rockingham Campus Community Library. 

 
10th Light Horse passing the Rockingham Hotel at left. WWI. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι 
Kwinana. 
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10th Light Horse passing the Rockingham Hotel. WWI. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 

 
View of Rockingham Hotel, c1922 prior to the modifications by Harrison. Courtesy Mirror, 6 April 1940, p. 5.   
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Rockingham Hotel, c1922 showing the addition at the eastern end of the elevation and the enlarged single 
storey portion of the hotel.  Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 

 
Kent St elevation shortly after the additions by Harrison in 1922. Courtesy RDHS. 
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Charabancs outside the Rockingham Hotel, 1920s, Courtesy City of Fremantle Local History Collection, image 
1838. 

 
Western Australian Tourists’ Guide and Hotel and Boarding House Directory, c1922-23, p. 11. Courtesy SLWA 
call number 994.1 WES.  
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View of the Rockingham Hotel, 1920s showing the enlarged single storey building. Courtesy Draper & Derford, 
Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 16. 

 
View of the cabin accommodation adjacent to Rockingham Beach Road, Rockingham Hotel in the 
background, 1920s. Courtesy SLWA b4182345_1. 

 
View of the Rockingham Hotel, 1920s. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 



  Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 
   

  124 

 
Rockingham Hotel, Kent St elevation with works underway, c1934. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι 
Kwinana. 

 
Rockingham Hotel workers, Kent St elevation,n.d. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 
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Trucks and workers on Kent Street outside the water tower of the Rockingham Hotel at right. Note the name 
Geo. E. Grigg on the truck, c1934. Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 
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Rockingham’s First Petrol Bowser beside the hotel, mid 1930s. Courtesy Taggart, Rockingham Looks Back, fp. 
132-133. Coloured version by My Heritage, accessed from Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 

 
Rockingham Hotel, November 1935 at the opening of the electric light in Rockingham. Courtesy Facebook 
History Rockingham Ι Kwinana.  
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Programme for electric light opening, November 1935. Courtesy Facebook History of Rockingham and 
Kwinana  

 
Rockingham Hotel, c1935 at the opening of the electric light in Rockingham. Courtesy History of Rockingham 
/ Kwinana Facebook page, colourised by My Heritage.  
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Rockingham Hotel with addition to the west showing the different roof form of the c1938 addition. Courtesy 
Former owners of the Rockingham Hotel.  

 
Rockingham Hotel with addition to the west, late 1930s.  Courtesy Facebook History Rockingham Ι Kwinana. 
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View of Rockingham Hotel, 1935. Courtesy SLWA image b2390876_1. 

 
Rockingham Hotel Dining Room, late 1930s, Courtesy Mrs L. Ross as reproduced in Draper & Kerford, 
Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 152. 
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Rockingham Hotel employees, c1936. Courtesy Mrs L. Ross as reproduced in Draper & Kerford, Rockingham 
from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 152. 

 
View of the Rockingham Hotel from Rockingham Beach Road, (former Marine Terrace), 1937. Courtesy 
RWAHS image 1999.3856. 
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Hotel Rockingham, 1937. Courtesy RWAHS image P1999.3857. 

 
Rockingham Hotel and gardens, 1937. Courtesy RWAHS image P1999.3858. 
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Rockingham Hotel fountain and tennis courts in background, 1937. Courtesy RWAHS image P1999.3859. 

 
Rockingham Hotel, 1937. Courtesy RWAHS image P1999.3861. 
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View of Kent Street and Rockingham Hotel at right, 1938. Courtesy NAA K1131 W3577D 
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View of Kent Street and Rockingham Hotel at left, 1938. Courtesy NAA K1131 W3577E. 

 
The Salvation Army Band at practice in the gardens of the Rockingham Hotel, late 1930s. Courtesy Draper & 
Kerford, Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 13. 
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Hotel Rockingham gardens following remodelling c1940. Courtesy RWAHS P1999.3868. 

 
Government Tourist and Publicity Bureau, The Western Australian Tourist Guide and Accommodation 
Directory of the Principal Cities, towns and Holiday Resorts. 1941-42, p. 144. Courtesy SLWA, call number 994.1 
WES.  
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Rockingham Hotel Dining Room, c1941. Courtesy SLWA image b3416437_1. 

 
Rockingham Hotel Lounge Room, c1941. Courtesy SLWA image b3416437_2. 
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Rockingham Hotel Lounge Room, c1941. Courtesy SLWA image b3416437_3. 

 
Soldiers marching past the Trocadero, c1940. Courtesy Mrs Y France as reproduced in Draper & Kerford, 
Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 1988, p. 107.  
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Aerial view of Rockingham showing Rockingham Hotel and Trocadero at centre left 1944-47. Courtesy NAA 
A14435 A-181, Item ID 202880965. 

 

Aerial view of Rockingham showing Rockingham Hotel and Trocadero at centre left 1944-47. Courtesy NAA 
A14435 A-181, Item ID 202880966. 
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Aerial view late 1940s, Courtesy RDHS as reproduced in Draper & Kerford, Rockingham from Port 1872 to City 
1988, p. 152. 

 
View of the Rockingham Hotel Gardens, 1952. Courtesy SLWA b2109897_1. 
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View along Rockingham Beach Road (formerly Marine Terrace), 1952. Courtesy Lost Rockingham Facebook 
page.  

 
Pond within the Rockingham Hotel grounds and cottages, 1961. Courtesy SLWA b5234507_1. 
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North elevation of the Rockingham Hotel at right, and former residence adjacent, 1989. Courtesy SLWA 
b3699114_6. 
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Appendix D - Archival Documents - Plans 
CITY OF ROCKINGHAM ARCHIVES 

New Alfresco Dining additions, Oldfield Knott Architects. 1989. 
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Proposed Reception Area Kimbel Doepal & Associates Architects, 1989.  
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STATE LIBRARY OF WA 

William G. Bennett & Associates, Architects 

ACC 9654A/1 CHARTS Proposed additions to existing Rockingham Hotel for R. Grigg Esq. 

This 1952 proposal did not progress.  
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  Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 
   

  147 

Silver Thomas Hanley Architects - 2002 

Proposed Hotel Redevelopment for Micro Brothers, 2002. 

This 2002 proposal did not progress.  
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Appendix E – Archival Documents  
 

Archival Documents relating to the Rockingham Hotel are held in three known depositories. The State Records 
Office, State Library of WA and the City of Rockingham. 

A search of the catalogues of the State Library of WA and State Records Office of WA revealed the following 
entries. 

 

STATE RECORDS OFFICE OF WA 

1. File: Liquor Licensing – Rockingham Hotel - 1925-1988. Cons 5708 A460 
2. File: Liquor Licensing – Rockingham Hotel - 1978-1991, Cons 5708 A130. 
3. File: Supreme Court of WA Harry Birkbeck Kelly vs Laurence Arthur Brewer - 1945. 

Re: work and labour done and performed at Cuballing Hotel and Rockingham Hotel. Cons 3580 
1945/K005 

 

STATE LIBRARY OF WA 

Rockingham Hotel Register c1925-1933 – One volume. Acc1143A 

 

CITY OF ROCKINGHAM 

The City of Rockingham hold files in their records management system that are related to the Rockingham 
Hotel. These files are not available to the public although in time they may be deposited with the State Records 
Office of WA.   

The City of Rockingham do enable archive plans to be viewed with the permission of the owners.  The Foreshore 
Group sourced the plans held by the City of Rockingham and these are held at Appendix C.  
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Appendix F – Film and Video Recordings 
An online search was undertaken of the catalogues of known public depositories of film and video recordings 
for references to Rockingham.  

The collections searched were: 

• State Library of WA 
• National Film and Sound Archive 
• National Archives of Australia 
• City of Rockingham Local History Collection 

 

1. Reg Grigg Personal Film 1950s. 

SLWA FN13 Parts 1 and 2 

A collection of 13 reels of film taken by the former proprietor of the Rockingham Hotel Reg Grigg. 

The films are of a variety of places but there are many views of the Rockingham area which include glimpses of 
the Hotel. 

COLLECTION NAME (SURNAME, firstname) (slwa.wa.gov.au)  

 

2. H.C, Lynch Personal Film, Reel 2, 1950s and 1960s. 

SLWA VDA780 VHS  

Includes swimming races with rope lane markers at jetty; Road making in Rockingham and area; Crowd 
assembled on new sports ground with bunting decorations; Rockingham Hotel, houses and beach area; Road 
works; Lawn bowls; Family groups; Brief view of Swan River from Kings Park; Bicycle racing; Shops; Football 
match; Fishing activities, etc.  The film was made by Mr Lynch in the Rockingham area in the 1950s and 1960s. 

 

3. Abandoned Derelict and Damaged Rockingham Hotel 2023 

Author: Scaryscooby (copyright) 

https://youtu.be/D4JILCoi1a8?si=Oh4KUImVTDMS0I3E  

 

 

  

https://slwa.wa.gov.au/pdf/film/fn0013.pdf
https://youtu.be/D4JILCoi1a8?si=Oh4KUImVTDMS0I3E
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Appendix G – Oral Histories 
 

A review of the collections held by the State Library of WA and the City of Rockingham was undertaken to 
determine if there were recordings that had specific reference to the Rockingham Hotel. 

The following recordings were selected from the description supplied. 

 

Interview with Norman James Snow] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Snow, Norman James, 1922-2008. 

Oral History | 1992. Available Online (Call number: OH2511/24) plus 2 more. 
Memories of holidays at the old Point Peron turtle factory, early Rockingham Hotel, personalities from Local 
Government over the years, business and commerce in the town, the role of the Tourist Bureau, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Silver Sands Carnival, education and the crucial role of the P and C organisations, sky-diving 
over the town's outskirts, the history of the Police and Citizens Youth Club, Rotary and the Sea Cadets. 

 

1. Interview with Thomas Lake] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Michael Adams]. 

Lake, Thomas, 1898-1991. 

Oral History | 1978. 

Born in New South Wales; family background; father, James Lake, an explosives expert, who came to Western 
Australia in approximately 1906; life in Kalgoorlie; his father's work at the Perseverance Gold Mine, and then in 
Collie; housing conditions; school life; mother's death; father's remarriage; return to Kalgoorlie in 1914; enlisting in 
the army under-age; training at Blackboy Hill; army routine; food; overseas to Ypres; and fighting on the 
Hindenburg Line; north-west work; then as cellarman at the Savoy Hotel; duties; staff problems; managing the 
Rockingham Hotel; moving to Merredin; social life; local farming identities; railway refreshment rooms; the 
tearooms; the Depression; shopping facilities; the wheat strike; auctions; business and motor vehicle agencies. 

 
2. [Interview with Chucka Crawford] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Crawford, Cyril James, 1903- 

Oral History | 1992. Available at Online (Call number: OH2511/14) plus 2 more. 
Recollections reach back to the 1930s and beyond. Talks of a range of characters from various areas around 
Rockingham. Memories of war service, work at Rockingham Hotel and Perth businessmen who had holiday 
shacks in the area in the 1930s. 

 
3. [Interview with Doris Stenning, nee Grigg] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Stenning, Doris Levina, 1904-1995. 

Oral History | 1992. Available at Online (Call number: OH2511/30) plus 2 more 
Her memories of some of the very early pioneering families of the area such as the Bells and the Hymus family. 
Gives the inner-history of the family's business dealings and family relations, including her father's coach building 
business in Perth and the Rockingham Hotel, which they purchased in the early 1920s. Mrs Stenning ran the 
hotel, mainly as a residential establishment and provides a useful portrait of the pub as a social centre. 

 

 
4. [Interview with Isobelle Grigg, nee Lister) [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Grigg, Isobelle Noelle, 1928- 

Oral History | 1992. Available at Online (Call number: OH2511/33). 
Mentions a range of individuals and families in the district. Also gives an interesting catalogue of the Grigg 
family itself and the role they played in the earlier years of Rockingham's development, from the late 1920s 
onward. Family bought the Rockingham Hotel in 1927, and in which she herself worked during the 1950s. 

https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SSnow%2C%20Norman%20James%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SLake%2C%20Thomas%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SCrawford%2C%20Cyril%20James%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SStenning%2C%20Doris%20Levina%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SGrigg%2C%20Isobelle%20Noelle%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
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5. [Interview with Francis Friedlander] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Friedlander, Francis Patrick, 1909-1998. 

Oral History | 1992. Available at Online (Call number: OH2511/1). 

Background to the Friedlander family and his own work history before moving into the Rockingham Beach area. 
Presents an analysis of the wider social role played by the Rockingham Hotel. Other important aspects of his 45 
years in the town involve various clubs of the area and their development. 

 
6. [Interview with Gordon Bennett] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Bennett, Gordon Owen, 1918-1994. 

Oral History | 1992. 

Available at 2nd Floor Oral History Stack (Call number: OH2511/6 Synopsis (Access)) plus 2 more. 
Arrived Rockingham 1946. Memories of the 1950s, small and close-knit community, mutual help in community 
affairs. Theatres, restaurants, dances and the hotel. His association with the Rockingham Council as an outdoor 
worker. 

 
7. [Interview with Arch Godwin] [sound recording] / [interviewed by Rod Moran]. 

Godwin, Archibald Alfred, 1916-1999. 

Oral History | 1992. Available at Online (Call number: OH2511/40) plus 2 more 
Recollects early memories of Rockingham as quite literally a 'one horse town' with a hotel, one small block of 
shops - and that was it. Recalls the virgin bush, wind-mills, dusty limestone tracks, bucket-type toilets emptied by 
a 'night soil' man, wild beaches and no industry. 

 

 

  

https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SFriedlander%2C%20Francis%20Patrick%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SBennett%2C%20Gordon%20Owen%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
https://encore.slwa.wa.gov.au/iii/encore/search/C__SGodwin%2C%20Archibald%20Alfred%2C__Orightresult?lang=eng&suite=def
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Appendix H – Newspaper Articles 
Throughout its history, the Rockingham Hotel has been included in articles in local newspapers. Most 
newspapers published in Western Australia can be found online at the National Library of Australia website 
TROVE. Home - Trove (nla.gov.au) 

A sample of the articles found on this database have been included here although many others can be found 
to illustrate the history of the Rockingham Hotel and the site as a whole. 

 

 
The Western Mail, 11 December 1886, p. 34. 

 

 
The Western Mail, 8 December 1888, p. 3. 

 
The West Australian, 22 November 1895, p. 6 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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The Evening Mail, 27 December 1909, p. 2. 

 
The Daily News, 20 October 1914, p. 3. 

 
The West Australian, 10 February 1915, p. 2. 

 
The West Australian, 9 May 1921, p. 9. 
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The West Australian, 29April 1922, p. 11. 

 
The Advertiser, 10 November 1922, p. 4. 
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The West Australian, 14 February 1923, p. 1. 

 

 
The Daily News, 9 December 1927, p. 3. 

 

 
The Weekly Judge, 1 August 1924, p. 6. 

 
The Western Mail, 8 December 1927, p. 24. 
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Th West Australian, 17 February 1928, p. 19. 

 
The West Australian, 24 June 1932, p. 24. 

 

 
Western Mail, 15 March 1934, p. 9. 

 
Sunday Times, 26 August 1934, p. 7. 
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Sunday Times, 30 December 1934, p. 6. 

 

 
 

The Daily News, 14 February 1935, p. 5. 



  Rockingham Hotel, Rockingham – Archival Record 
   

  163 

 
Kalgoorlie Miner, 30 March 1935, p. 9. 

 
The Mirror, 27 November 1937, p. 16. 

 
South Western Advertiser, 6 October 1939, p. 7.  

The Mirror, 25 November 1939, p. 18.  
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The Mirror, 6 April 1940, p. 2. 
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South Western Advertiser, 20 March 1952, p. 1 

 
The West Australian, 14 January 1952, p. 3. 
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