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About 
This packet includes information you need to submit a complete artwork design and  
sub-surface treatment as part of your entry form for the Main Exhibition in the 2026 
Castaways Sculpture Awards.  
 

What’s Included 

 Instructions on How to Complete an Artwork Design and Sub-surface 
Treatment 

 Blank Artwork Design Template (page 4) – optional to use, provided for 
convenience. 

 Example Artwork Design: With Footing (page 5-7) – to help you understand the 
level of detail required. 

 Example Artwork Design: On a Plinth (page 8) – showing an alternative 
presentation approach. 

 Standard Sand Anchor Detail (page 9) – recommended footing, already certified 
for use.   

 

Instructions to Complete an Artwork Design  

The artwork design you submit will be used by the Curator and Selection Panel as part of 
the assessment process, so it is important that your submission clearly communicates your 
concept, materials, dimensions, construction approach, and installation method.  
 
Once finalists are selected, the same design will form the initial documentation reviewed by 
the structural engineer to begin the certification process. The engineer may require 
additional information or adjustments, and the curator will work with finalists to refine their 
design as needed. However, providing a complete and detailed design from the outset will 
significantly reduce delays and minimise back-and-forth during certification. 
 
The attached artwork design template (page 4) is provided to help gather the information 
typically required by the structural engineer. Please complete all sections as clearly and 
accurately as possible, as the quality and clarity of the information will directly affect the 
speed of assessment and certification. 
 
You are welcome to use the blank template provided, but it is not mandatory. If you prefer 
to submit your own layout or format, you may do so, as long as all required information 
listed in the checklist below is included. 
 
Please note: 

 Final placement of artworks is determined by the Curator. 
 Artwork may be installed on sand, grass, or pavement, depending on the 

exhibition layout. 
 You should submit your design with a proposed footing, unless you intend for 

your work to be displayed on a plinth. 
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Checklist for required information on the Artwork Design 
Use the below checklist to ensure that all the relevant information is provided and 
labelled on your artwork design. 

 

☐ Artist name 

☐ Artwork title 

☐ Artist contact details – Provide both phone number and email. 

☐ Artwork dimensions – Provide clear overall dimensions of the artwork 
(height, width, depth). 

☐ Materials – Clearly label all materials used in the artwork, including thickness 
of the materials or section size. 

☐ Structural elements – Identify all structural elements (frames, supports, 
internal armatures, etc.). 

☐ Connections – Show how the artwork connects to its base, plinth or anchor 
system. 

☐ Fixings – Label all fixings including bolts, welds, or mechanical connections. 

☐ Sand level – If your piece is being installed on sand, please include a line to 
indicate the sand level. Clearly show what sits above the sand and what is 
intended to sit below the sand. 

☐ Installation method – Indicate the installation method (plinth, footing/sand 
anchor, or other). 

☐ Clear and legible – Ensure drawings are legible and to approximate scale 
where possible. 

 
Additional things you should consider  
Initial designs with safety concerns will not be excluded, as the Castaways team will 
work with artists to help designs meet the required standards. Do your best to design 
with public safety in mind but focus more on conveying your concept initially. 
 
Use the checklist below to assist with thinking through public safety concerns when 
creating your design. Design around these safety features to the best of your ability as 
these are the most common reasons designs are altered.   
 

☐ Wind 
Can wind pass through or around my sculpture? Is it at risk of being blown 
over? 

☐ Public interaction 
Is the sculpture easy to climb? If it is climbable, will it be dangerous? Do I 
need to consider a barrier? 

☐ Transport 
Do I have a method to transport my sculpture? 

☐ Durability 
Will my sculpture stay standing the entire duration of the event? Are there any 
parts that could fall off?  

☐ Hazards 
Is anything on my sculpture sharp? Could anything cause injury?  
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Drawing Guidelines 
 Provide at least one elevation view (front view of the artwork). 
 Provide a plan view (top view) if the artwork has depth. 
 Provide detail sketches for any complex joints or structural areas. 
 Label key dimensions and materials directly on the sketch. 

 
Final Design 
Please note that finalists will be required to submit a final, fully detailed design for 
engineering certification, guided by the structural engineer. While this stage only applies 
to finalists, all entrants should provide the most complete design possible to help 
minimise later revisions. 
 
Examples of Artwork Designs 
This packet includes two example artwork designs to help guide the level of detail 
expected in your submission: 
 

1. Example Design: Artwork with Footing (pages 5-7) 
These examples show designs that include a certified footing, using the 
standard sand anchor commonly used at Castaways.  

 Chamonix Higginson, ‘Lost in Translation’, 2025. 
 Erica Zaino, ‘hAU$e’, 2025. 
 Scott Michell, ‘The Hut’, 2025. 

 
2. Example Design: Artwork on a Plinth (page 8) 
This example shows how to present a design intended for display on a plinth.  

 Ed Staford, ‘Breathe, Move, Play’, 2025. 
 
The City of Rockingham has four aluminium plinths available for artists to use. 
These are allocated on a first-come basis, depending on suitability and 
availability. If you would like your artwork to be considered for a plinth, please 
indicate this clearly on your design submission. 

  
Instructions to Complete the Sub-surface Treatment 

Your submission must show how the artwork will be safely anchored beneath the sand. 
All works in sand must include a footing or structure that extends to a minimum depth 
of 1 metre below the surface.  
 
It is recommended to use the certified standard sand anchor (page 9), however you are 
also welcome to propose an alternative footing suitable for your artwork. If a new 
footing is proposed, please note it will be reviewed to meet certification standards and 
may require changes. Please ensure your drawings clearly show the type of anchor, 
how it connects to the artwork, and the materials involved. Providing clear and detailed 
information at this stage will help the Curator and structural engineer assess the 
feasibility of your design efficiently. 
 

Questions 
For any further questions, please contact customer@rockingham.wa.gov.au with the 
subject line, “Query for Castaways 2026 Entry”. 

mailto:customer@rockingham.wa.gov.au
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